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A message from our CEO 

 

Easter is now upon us. We have had a very busy month in March and I 

know you will all be looking forward to a break, ready to return to school 

feeling refreshed on Monday 16th April to start the Summer Term.   

 

We are delighted to have been chosen to open a new school at 

Wintringham Park, and we look forward to working with Cambridgeshire 

County Council to provide much needed primary school places in St Neots 

and the new Eastern Expansion. The new school will complement our 

existing Round House Primary Academy at the nearby Love's Farm, where 

we strive to ensure that every child achieves the highest possible standards 

through a relentless focus on high quality teaching and learning. 

World Book Day was a fantastic day with a spectacular array of costumes 

- thank you for your inspirational ideas.  I can assure you the staff enjoyed 

it as much as the children did!  The Book Fairs were extremely well 

supported; a proportion of the money you spend goes directly to the 

schools to purchase books for your children, and we are most grateful for 

your support. 

This week the children throughout the Trust have enjoyed a fun-packed 

Reward Day to thank them for their hard work and excellent behaviour 

over the term.  One of the most enjoyable aspects of my role is going into 

the schools and meeting your children. Every child I meet has exceptional 

manners and behaviour.  

I would like to wish everyone a very Happy Easter and a restful break.  

Regards, 

 

 

Susannah Connell 

 

 

https://twitter.com/DLPT6
http://www.diamondlearningtrust.com/
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World Book Day 2018 

World Book Day on March 1st provided an opportunity to celebrate reading across the Trust, with 

events at every school encouraging children to share stories and get into character. The Trust also 

participated in the 'One Hundred Million Minutes' Reading Challenge from March 1st-9th, logging a 

fantastic 425,574 minutes read both at school and at home! 

 

At Winhills World Book Day kicked off a 

wonderful week celebrating reading. On 

March 1st children and teachers alike 

dressed up as their favourite book 

characters. The children searched for World 

Book Day themed pebbles around the 

school, created by some of our fantastically 

creative and supportive parents. 

Waterstones also came in to visit our Key 

Stage 2 children. For more details have a 

look at the photos on the class pages of our 

website. 

 

Meet the Author Visit 

Local author Karen Bolam visited Kimbolton and 

Great Staughton Primary Academies. She shared 

her new story with the children who were all very 

excited to meet her and hear it. For photos see p8 

and 9.  

 

Inspiring Authors at Leverington Primary Academy 

Leverington's World Book Day theme was chosen to encourage children to become more 

familiar with famous authors and their stories.  Each class chose an author to base their day 

on; children came dressed as characters from a book written by their chosen author and 

completed a variety of reading and writing activities linked to them throughout the day.  

 

In KS1 the authors were Allan Ahlberg, Eric Carle (above right) and Jill Murphy. KS2 chose 

Dick King-Smith, Michael Morpurgo, Cornelia Funke and David Walliams (right).  

 

 

 

 

World Book Day brought 406 Cats into Glebelands 

Primary Academy. Luckily, they were all house trained and 

all enjoyed their day studying TS Eliot’s poetry.  Classes 

were paired, both studying one particular poem, and 

enjoyed sharing their work with their partner class at the 

end of the day.  

Feline Focus at Glebelands 

 

Middlefield Winhills 

Peter Pan theme at Thomas Eaton 

http://www.winhills-cambs.co.uk/class-pages/
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Trust Sports News   

Football season was back on track during the Spring term with A and B team tournaments taking place during the month 

of March. The Round House did superbly well to finish as Runners Up in the A team tournament, only losing top spot 

by a one goal difference. Middlefield were delighted to have one of their players receive the ‘Player of the 

Tournament’ award for their outstanding display. Winhills also enjoyed a successful B team tournament, narrowly coming 

second against some strong opposition. There was football success also for Thomas Eaton (see p7), and towards the 

end of term, Glebelands were proud to be overall winners at a High 5 Netball tournament. 

The children were not the only ones to get their boots on this term, as a number of DLPT staff attended 

a Futsal for Schools course, hosted by Hunts FA. The event was a great success and the teachers are 

very keen to put their new-found knowledge into practice. 

 

In the last week children throughout the 

Trust have been stepping up to the 

challenge of getting active and raising 

money for Sport Relief. Children at the 

Round House and Winhills (right) got 

involved by walking, running, hopping or galloping at least a 

mile around their school grounds, while at Great Staughton 

there were timed challenges and dancing, and children at 

Glebelands (far right) took on a variety of skipping challenges. 

Young Voices 2018 

Year 6 Children from across the Trust joined their voices with thousands of others from all over the country to perform 

at the O2 arena in February as part of Young Voices 2018. All the staff who accompanied them were proud of how 

they behaved on the day, and of course of their amazing performances!   

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Award News 

As a Trust we are enormously proud of the achievements of all our schools: as well as a School Sports Gold award 

for Winhills (see p12), Kimbolton Primary Academy has achieved the Silver Award from the Woodland Trust's Green 

Trees Schools Award, and Winhills Primary Academy has gained the RHS Five Star Award for excellence in school 

gardening. Congratulations to all the staff who work so hard with the children to give them these opportunities.  

Thomas Eaton students at YV 2018 

http://www.roundhouseprimary.co.uk/
http://www.middlefield.cambs.sch.uk/sports-events/
http://www.winhills-cambs.co.uk/
http://www.thomaseatonschool.co.uk/website/home/166968
http://www.glebelands.cambs.sch.uk/
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Fenland Hub News:  

Glebelands Primary Academy 

 

 

Another busy term at Glebelands - how time flies when you are having fun with learning! 

  

Year 4 and Year 6 enjoyed their residential visits enormously.  Neither group were lucky with the weather this year - indeed 

they possibly have a better understanding of the temperatures endured by Scott of the Antarctic than Year 2, who have 

been learning all about his expedition.  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children in Year 1 had a lovely 

History day at the start of term, 

they learnt all about Samuel 

Pepys and felt the true impact 

of the Fire of London when their 

models were swallowed by the 

fire. 

 

       

 

Musical Theatre Club have just performed ‘Oliver’.  The children were delighted with what they had achieved, and proud 

families enjoyed the performances. 

 

All parents have been invited to a reading café. They were interested to find out more about the demands placed on the 

children with regard to reading.  We hope that this will support parents with reading at home.    

Grafham Y4 

 

 

 

Caythorpe Y6 

 Scott of the Antarctic Topic 
Y2 

Wrong type of snow 
for snowmen, good 
for snow angels! 
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Fenland Hub News:  

Leverington Primary Academy 

 

Dr Ken Science Circus show and workshops 

On 31st January, the whole school enjoyed watching an amazing Science Circus show 

by Dr Ken where he showed us pushes and pulls in terms of gravity and told us about 

gyroscopic forces. Our Year 5 and 6 children then enjoyed workshops with him where 

they continued to investigate gravity and balancing forces, making their own 

balancing birds! 

 
Snow fun! 

 

The ‘Beast from the East’ arrived on 28th February and the children were greeted 

with a blanket of white covering the school field and playground. The whole school 

enjoyed having fun in the snow: building snowmen, 

making snow angels, finding the best material to keep 

a snowball for the longest, and then used the snow as 

inspiration for writing poems and descriptive pieces.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Year 6 Careers Convention 

 

On Monday 12th March, Year 6 children 

enjoyed a visit to our local secondary school for 

their annual Careers Convention. The children 

prepared questions to ask about the different careers available in our local area and 

enjoyed finding out lots of information about these potential careers. The most popular 

career choices seemed to be with the uniformed services. 

 

 

 

Science Day and Parent Workshop 

 

On Tuesday 13th March, we celebrated British Science Week with a day of bug-themed science activities. Each teacher 

planned an activity and was visited by each class throughout the day. There were lots of exciting activities taking 

place, from children making static electricity butterflies, practical life cycles of a butterfly, investigating what substance 

would stop their spider legs getting stuck in a web, to finding out about bees and pollination using cheesy wotsits! To 

finish the day, parents came into class to take part in some of the experiments with the children.  
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Fenland Hub News:  

Murrow Primary Academy 

 

Hello from Murrow Primary Academy.  The children have been working wonderfully hard 

throughout this term.   

 

To help enthuse our writers we invited Dr Ken into school.  He was able to show 

us some amazing tricks and challenges, as well as teaching us about gravity 

and other scientific phenomena.  Using what they had seen and learned about, 

the children then spent the next day writing some amazing descriptions, 

newspaper reports and character descriptions – made even more exciting 

through the real experiences that they had had.  Magical Maths Club, run after 

school, has 36 children attending it. Each week they learn more about the 

wonders of numbers - a fabulous club.   

  

 

 

Continuing the science theme, Mrs S visited our school to tell us all about what it means to be a micro biologist for a local 

food company.  She hosted an assembly and told us about the food 

labelling and how the testing occurs.  She explained to us what 

qualifications we would need to work in that sector.  This series of 

assemblies is aimed at giving children the chance to aspire to some 

interesting careers when they leave school.  We have more planned: a 

buyer from a prestigious clothing line, a photographer and someone 

who works in personnel for a large factory.  Our Science Morning also 

got the children talking – Mrs B explained to 30 parents and the school 

what we do in science, shared ideas on making science real at home 

and then all children were given the chance to make a bouncy ball out 

of custard powder, PVA glue and borax.  Great fun was had by all 

and lots of fair tests ensued – whose ball bounced the highest? 

  

 

 

Our World Book day was another busy day.  As well as taking part in the 100 

million minutes reading challenge, all our children spent the day thinking about 

books.  Our children mixed classes and shared books with children younger or 

older than them; we came to school dressed in our favourite character or our 

favourite pyjamas to allow us to snuggle up 

and read comfortably.  We hosted a book 

fair, and have a sponsored read planned for 

the Easter holidays.   

 

 

On the sporting front, the speed stacking craze is well and truly upon us - there are two 

lunch time clubs being run and many internal challenges and competitions, as well as the 

breakfast club gang who regularly challenge each other to a game.  Our rugby team 

went to a tournament at Wisbech Grammar School and won two matches and drew the 

third.   
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Fenland Hub News:  

Thomas Eaton Primary Academy 

A fantastic term of learning inside and outside school!  

On 8th February Ennis (Year 1/2) held their class assembly about Castles, following an 

immersive history day with 'History off the Page'. The children performed a poem about castles 

(which they learnt off by heart!) and shared their artwork: some based on Paul Klee's masterpiece, 'Castle in Sun', and some 

pictures of dragons. They had been busy writing poems about dragons and read some out. They finished by singing a super 

song about castles. It was a spectacular event! 

Pendleton Class had a Spanish themed day on 22nd February which finished with their class 

assembly (left).  They treated us to a wide range of work that they had completed on Spain.   

Farah 15th March – Lights, Camera, Action!  The children have been learning about the 

changes in films and film-making over time, from the introduction of sound to the modern 

use of digital technology. They demonstrated how light travels, how shadows change and 

how colours are formed and seen - so much to know before you can be a film-maker! 

 

A number of children were selected to attend a fantastic event run 

by the Grand Union Orchestra 

with Cambridgeshire Music Live 

at Cromwell Community 

College, Chatteris. They got to 

see the Grand Union Orchestra 

perform before taking part in 

a workshop using instruments 

from around the world.  

It has been a great start in Sports and PE for 2018 at Thomas Eaton.  Year 5 and 6 

represented the school in a football competition at Neale Wade in January.  The team 

came 3rd overall - a great effort!   As part of a community outreach initiative in the area, 

we were lucky to secure ‘Quicksticks’ hockey coaching for Farah class (Y4/5) during the 

second half of the Spring term, culminating in a tournament at Wisbech Grammar School 

on Friday 16th March. It was an exciting day, with Thomas Eaton students representing 

their school against schools from across Cambridgeshire and Norfolk. 

 

 

 

 

We are raising funds to revitalise our library. To celebrate and encourage a lifelong love of reading at 

home and school, we ran a sponsored read for ten days in January where we asked parents and carers to 

spend 10 minutes per day (TEN for TEN) listening to or reading with their child. The total raised by the 

children was a fantastic £1,125.19. With matched funding from Usborne Books and donations from local 

businesses we have a staggering total of £3,640 towards restocking our library – that’s 516 new books!  

Christie Class set off 

bright and early for 

London's Natural History 

Museum on 22nd 

February.  They had a 

wonderful time.  They 

thoroughly enjoyed the 

visit and had much more 

information to add to 

their topic work. 

Active Breakfast Club: In a bid to increase the participation of all children in 

regular physical exercise, and to experience a wide range of sports, we 

introduced an active breakfast club from January 2018. This has been very 

well received and the children are loving their new club! 

PTFA - Ten for Ten 
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St Neots Hub News:  

Great Staughton Primary Academy 

 

At Great Staughton we enjoyed celebrating World Book Day with local author Karen Bolam.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have recently appointed 10 new Science 

Ambassadors who are helping to lead and raise the 

profile of science in our school.  They have started by 

completing some pop-up science activities with the other 

children at lunchtime.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Miss Elliott has been running a Science club this term which Reception and Key 

Stage 1 children have really enjoyed.  They have been designing vehicles, 

creating volcanoes and making paper aeroplanes amongst other things! 
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St Neots Hub News:  

Kimbolton Primary Academy 

 

 

 

The Beast from the East 

We all enjoyed fun in the snow when The 

Beast from the East hit Kimbolton.  We 

enjoyed playing outside, making snow 

angels and following tracks in the snow.  

 

Mad for Science! 

Like Great Staughton, we now have nine new Science Ambassadors among our pupils, who are helping to lead and raise the 

profile of science in our school.  Both schools were lucky enough to welcome some scientists from Unilever as the fabulous start 

to British Science Week earlier this term.  We spent some time learning about microbes and then looked at germs on our 

hands under an ultra-violet light; we did some sensory science finding out how important our sense of smell is to our taste, 

and then we finished up by finding out how much acid is in various foods and drinks and how damaging it can be to our 

teeth!   

Then on Tuesday of Science Week, both schools enjoyed a Mad Science stage show entitled ‘Up, Up and Away!’ where Zoe 

Zinc taught us all about air.  A particular highlight was when she blew toilet roll all over the hall with a leaf blower! 

 

World Book Day 

Local author Karen Bolam's visit was a highlight of a thoroughly enjoyable day 

spent sharing stories, getting inspired about books and reading, and admiring 

some wonderful dressing up outfits! 
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St Neots Hub News:  

Middlefield Primary Academy 

 

Family Learning Afternoons 

This term we have seen some significant changes to the ICE Zones for years 1, 2, 3 & 4 both inside and outside. We have 

been busy developing these areas to provide even more stimulating and engaging child-led learning experiences that will 

enhance the teaching that takes place in the classroom. The children have really enjoyed exploring the new science lab, 

role play areas, research opportunities and creative tasks that these areas provide. Outside we have installed a new 

sensory path, literacy linked exploratory activities and “zones” for enrichment opportunities. On two separate afternoons 

parents were invited into the ICE Zones (inside and out) to spend time with their child and interact with their learning in the 

newly updated spaces. 

 

Year 3&4 Viking Day 

Year 3 and 4 enjoyed an exciting Viking themed day, where they engaged in activities which brought history to life! The 

Viking allowed the children to hold his weapons including an axe and a sword. The children created their own runes tablets 

from clay by writing their names in runes within a traditional Viking picture. 

They also enjoyed playing board games that the Vikings played and were 

taught to help their battle strategy! 

 

Year 5&6 trip to Duxford 

Year 5 and 6 had a fantastic trip to Duxford, immersing themselves in 

WW2 artefacts and experiences to support their most recent topic work. 

 

 

Crowdfunding event: Non-Uniform Day for local ex-pupil Jess Gray  

Middlefield's attention has recently been drawn to the following local crowdfunding page for Jessica Gray. Jessica has 

faced considerable challenges since leaving the school, as detailed in her campaign and we decided to support 

her fundraising attempt by offering a donation towards the massive £16,000 needed to improve her quality of life by 

hosting a fundraising non-uniform day, in support of this cause, on Friday 16th March. We offered pupils the chance to 

come to school in non-uniform for the day in exchange for a minimum £1 donation. After a successful day we are proud to 

be donating £320 to Jessica Gray’s crowdfunding page, from all the pupils, parents and staff. 

You can see Jess's crowdfunding page here.    

 

KS1 and Reception Fire Engine Visit 

A great morning was spent talking to fire fighters about The Great Fire 

of London and how different fires are dealt with now.  The children loved 

exploring the fire engine and all getting to sit in the driver's seat if they 

wished.  

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/jessica-gray?utm_id=106&utm_term=6NzMabzXk
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St Neots Hub News:  

The Round House Primary Academy 

  

The Round House had some very exciting news that we shared with the 

children on World Book Day - our entry to the National World Book Day 

competition 'Flying High with Books' was awarded a silver prize of £1000 

to spend on books.   This is a fantastic achievement and reflects all the 

efforts that have been put into The Round House over the last year in our 

Reading for Pleasure project.  Thank you so much to all of you who 

completed the feathers and contributed to the display.  The children and 

staff are looking forward to choosing some fantastic new books for the 

classes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Outdoor Learning Area is going from strength to strength, and the children have been very busy engaging in practical 

tasks to keep them moving and exploring in the cold weather.  KS1 have been building bridges and boats and evaluating 

the role they played in The Great Fire of London, linking with the learning taking place in the indoor ICE Zone and their topic. 

They have also been writing with handmade quills and practising firefighting, 1666 style, using fire squirters.  KS2 have been 

investigating how to make Viking longboats, as well as writing in runes by leaving secret messages and writing riddles relating 

to items from that era.  As fire is heavily involved in both these topics, they have been using our fire pit to cook some Viking 

bread and have been listening to the sound of the fire when using different fire woods.  The children have also been exploring 

the changes in the season as we creep towards Spring, and enjoying the weather (whatever it brings), by completing some 

tasks looking at air resistance, measuring rainfall and tracking the temperatures throughout the month.  

 

The recent Year 3 and Year 4 production of ‘Shakespeare 

Rocks!’ was fantastic.  The children acted, sang and danced 

with such confidence and obvious enjoyment whilst the 

audience laughed at the jokes and thoroughly enjoyed the 

show.  It was a hugely entertaining and educational 

performance. 
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St Neots Hub News:  

Winhills Primary Academy 

 

Another busy term at Winhills, with exciting learning opportunities in the classroom and outside school. We 

started the term with a whole school Science Day in January, with every class taking part in observations and 

investigations with a biology focus, including extracting DNA from strawberries. We 

welcomed our resident artist Mr Cornell for an inspiring Art Day in February, and all 

enjoyed sharing stories on World Book Day in March. We are proud to have 

achieved the Gold School Games Award in recognition of our sports and PE provision. 

 

   

 

 

 

Years 1 and 2 have been learning about the 

Great Fire of London and enjoyed a 

fascinating day consolidating their ICE Zone 

learning by getting a feel for what life was 

like in Tudor London, with a visit from History 

Off the Page.  

 

Years 3 and 4 welcomed a real-live Viking into 

school. They had fantastic fun learning all about 

Viking weapons, games and Runes.   

 

 

Year 5 have been lucky enough to have been 

visited by Play Leaders from local secondary school Ernulf Academy, who 

planned and led PE sessions for the children. It was a huge success with all 

involved having great fun.  

 

 

Year 5 and 6 had an inspiring time getting up close to aviation 

history with a visit to the Imperial War Museum at Duxford last 

week, complementing their learning in school about the Battle of 

Britain. They were amazed by the scale of the planes on display, 

and were able to watch a Spitfire taking off! 

Exploring textures with Mr Cornell 
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 Continuous Professional Development 

 School to School Support 

 Initial Teacher Training 
 

We have offered training courses this term ranging from NQT induction and 

supporting colleagues teaching specific year groups, to SLE Core training.  So far 

this year, 228 teachers and support staff have attended our training courses. We 

are extremely pleased with the increased take-up of our CPD training but continue 

to work hard to reach those schools who have not yet tried out our CPD offer. In 

addition to training courses, we continue to run our highly successful Maths and English 

Subject Leader Development days at Wyboston Lakes Training Centre, providing 

excellent networking opportunities and further training on the roles and responsibilities of the Subject Leader. This 

term, the number of Subject Leaders attending these days has also increased, with seventy people taking part. In 

partnership with the HR department, we have also inducted ten new Trust governors through our new Induction 

Programme. Thank you to all the facilitators who develop and run these courses and make them so successful. 

We continue to carry out School to School Support work with Bedford Borough to 

assist their schools in raising achievement at Key Stage 2.  Our Specialist Leaders 

in Education (SLEs) are working with senior leaders, subject leaders and class 

teachers to provide bespoke support in order to impact teaching and learning, 

therefore helping to drive school improvement. This support is wide ranging and 

includes both visits to the schools being supported and also visits to Diamond 

Learning Trust schools to observe and discuss good practice. Comments from some 

of our supported schools include: 

‘Very supportive fellow professionals. Ideas and resources are shared with 

school colleagues’ 

‘This has been very supportive with up-to-date information and advice’ 

Our 2017-18 cohort of School Direct trainee teachers continue to work hard in their current placement in our Trust 

schools. They are enjoying working in a different school with pupils from a contrasting catchment and are looking 

forward to returning to their base school to complete their final placement in the Summer term. Our two Teacher 

Interns are also developing and refining their teaching skills, taking on more teaching responsibility in the classroom. 

In addition to this, our apprentices are working hard towards gaining their qualifications either in accounting or as 

Teaching Assistants. The Diamond Teaching School would like to thank all mentors for continuing to support and 

coach our trainees so well. 

In the interests of self-evaluation, the Teaching School Lead and Head of Kimbolton Primary Academy are taking 

part in a peer-to-peer review pilot with two other teaching schools from Cambridge and Welwyn Garden City. 

This work will support us in trying out new ideas and refining our current work to maximise our impact. 


