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Newsletter 7: 
 
Autumn Term 2018 
 

 

 

 
 
 
A Message from Susannah Connell,  
CEO, The Diamond Learning Partnership Trust  
 
As we come to the end of our Autumn Term, I would like to wish you a very peaceful and happy 
Christmas. Having worked hard all term, the children will be ready for a break and the opportunity 
to recharge their batteries (whilst wearing yours out no doubt!). We've had a busy and productive 
term with lots to tell you about. It is lovely to be able to share with you some good news: Braybrook 
Primary Academy will be joining the Trust, so I can confirm that from January 2019 we will become 
eleven schools.  
  
It is hard to believe how quickly this term has gone and what a busy term we have had. All Year 6 
and Year 5 children in the Trust - over 600 children - have visited the Royal Opera House to see 
Carmen and Hansel and Gretel. I am always impressed by the scale and range of pupils’ extra-
curricular commitments - have a look at your school’s website (linked on the relevant page of this 
newsletter), Facebook page or Twitter feed for updates on achievements in order to celebrate the 
successes of our children. Trips, clubs, visits, speakers and competitions are also arranged within school 
time in order for children to enjoy and be inspired by their subjects and interests. I would like to take 
this opportunity of thanking the dedicated staff, parents, carers and members of the community who 
make such enriching experiences possible. 
 
I am running out of superlatives to describe the wonderfully creative, innovative and imaginative 
Christmas performances in our schools, which have been as impressive and uplifting as ever. The 
children are actors in the making! They showed their singing, dancing and acting skills whilst proud 
parents, carers, grandparents and siblings looked on. As ever, we are hugely indebted to the staff 
who worked tirelessly directing the productions as well as making props and scenery. 
 
Every week I personally write to one member of staff within the Trust who has gone above and beyond 
the normal expectations of their role. Their hard work and dedication really do make a difference to 
the life chances of the children in our Trust, and for that I am exceptionally proud and grateful.  Last 
term and this term I have written to express my thanks to the staff members listed on the next page.  
 
Don’t forget we have staff training days on Thursday 3rd January 2019 and Friday 4th January 2019 
but look forward to welcoming the children back on Monday 7th January 2019. 
 
Kind regards 

 
 
 

 
Susannah Connell, CEO 
 

The Diamond Learning Partnership Trust, Andrew Road, St Neots, Cambridgeshire PE19 2QE 
email pa@diamondlearningtrust.com 
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DLPT Spelling Bee 
 
The inaugural DLPT Spelling Bee events were held this term at Murrow Primary Academy and Great 
Staughton Primary Academy, with teams from Years 3 and 4 throughout the Trust showing excellent 
team work. The children took part in several challenges, including team rounds, individual rounds and 
a dictionary challenge. Some fabulous spelling skills and competitive spirits were on display – many 
congratulations to all those who took part.  
 
Winning teams from Year 3 Glebelands (left) and Year 4 The Round House (right).  
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A Special Thank You to: 
 

Nancy Irvine - Leverington 
Franco Nacca - Trust 

Charlotte Hampson - Great Staughton 
Kerryann Cunningham - Murrow 

Harriet Nooteboom - Glebelands 
Vicky Hartness - Kimbolton 

Julie Blackburn - The Round House 
Mandy Preston - Trust 
Kirsty Clark - Winhills 

Gemma Bleakley - Kimbolton 
John Turner - Winhills 

Julie Crawshawe - Murrow 
Sarah Mee - Leverington 

Porche Dean - Glebelands 
Jane Lee - Winhills 

Alison Abbott - The Round House  
Sophie Batchelor - Murrow  

Merrie Mould - HR 
Gemma Jarvis - Middlefield  

Sarah Rose - Kimbolton 
Helen Knox - The Round House  

Helena McShane - Winhills 
Nicola Jones - Thomas Eaton 
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Operatic Adventure 

 
 
Years 5 and 6 throughout the Trust 
were lucky enough to attend 
performances of Carmen and Hansel 
and Gretel at The Royal Opera 
House in London’s Covent Garden. 
The children’s behaviour was a credit 
to the Trust and their schools, even on 
the long journeys home. This once in a 
lifetime experience - the music, both 
from the singers and the orchestra, 
the amazing scenery and of course 
the spectacular venue - is something 
that we hope the children will 
remember for years to come.   

 
 

 
 
 

  

The Round House 

Glebelands 

 

Middlefield 
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Showtime! 

 

Our children have been taking to the stage for their own 

performances towards the end of this term - a number 

of them sadly too late to be included in this newsletter 

- delighting staff, friends and family with their singing, 

dancing and acting, and demonstrating admirable 

confidence and assurance. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Glebelands Foundation Stage 

 

The Round House KS1 ‘Lights, Camel, Action!’ 

Middlefield Year 2 ‘The Story of Christmas’ 

Kimbolton Reception ‘The Sleepy Shepherd’ 

Wintringham Reception Nativity 

Great Staughton ‘Shine, Star, Shine’  

Middlefield Reception Carols 
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Fundraising Focus 
 
 
This term has seen some fabulous fundraising by our staff and parents for PTAs throughout the Trust, 
with Film Nights, raffles, and lively Christmas Fairs – see p8 for details of Murrow’s ‘Doggy Waddle’! 
Thank you all so much for your support. In addition to this much needed school fundraising, our children 
have participated in a number of other charitable events this term, including donating food to the local 
Food Bank at Harvest Festival time.  
 
The Round House School Council worked hard to plan exciting fundraising 
activities to raise money for Children in Need this year.  The ‘Guess the 
Pudsey’ competition, won by Leo, was a huge success and prompted some 
interesting conversations amongst the parents!  We also had some fabulously-
dressed bears in school for the day, and managed to completely fill our 
Pudsey bear with pennies (right).  The school raised £343.62 for Children In 

Need.   
 
The children at Middlefield also enjoyed a 
visit from Pudsey bear in assembly and managed to raise a fantastic 
£334.10 from donations and sales from wristbands and head 
bands.  The children looked fantastic in all their spotty accessories 
on the day. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A non-uniform day at Thomas Eaton in aid of 
Children in Need involved Pudsey-themed 
Maths activities - Year 3 calculated the 
perimeter and area of Pudsey bear (above).  
Children at Kimbolton (right) dressed in 
pyjamas for the day and raised £153.72 for 
Children in Need.  Music reverberated through the school hall at Great Staughton (below left), where 
a Danceathon, baking competition and bake sale, a poster competition and a table top sale all raised 
£477.53 for Children in Need, a staggering sum for such a small school! 
 

Winhills raised over £300 for Children in Need, and in the weeks 
leading up to Remembrance Sunday, raised funds for the Royal 
British Legion through the 
Poppy Appeal, raising 
£231.09. 
 
Glebelands Primary hosted a 
coffee morning in aid of 
Macmillan (right). Year 2 

counted the donations and a wonderful £420 was raised.  
 
The NSPCC was Leverington’s chosen charity this term. The 
whole school took part in a Sponsored Circuit Challenge, 
organised and managed by the Year 6 Sports Ambassadors, 
and raised over £1500! A wonderful team effort!  
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Glebelands 
 
 
Year 2 had a brilliant trip to Knowles of Wimblington. The children looked around the yard, 
investigated the warehouse and had a chance to find out about all the different vehicles that operate 
there. They went into the office and found out about the way orders are tracked, and they could see 
the location of individual lorries on a map.  They looked at the amazing collection of vintage vehicles 
including the only working gas turbine lorry in the world.  The whole team at Knowles were brilliant at 
showing and explaining. It was a very memorable day!  
 
Moor Farm in Peterborough hosted a fantastic school trip for 
Year 1. The weather was perfect and the children loved 
seeing all the farm animals, walking along the sheep trail and 
having a very bumpy tractor ride. Ben the dog was given a 
very warm welcome by the children and came with us on our 
farm walk.   
 
Year 5’s trip was to the Glass Works in Chatteris. The children 
got see a peacock tumbler being made by Stewart Hearn 
and asked him lots of questions relating to our topic Materials. 
They were able to see what materials were used in making glass and how these are changed during 
the process. It is a privilege for the children to see a master at work. We are so lucky to have Stewart 

working in the towns. 

Year 6 learnt a lot about crime and punishment through the 
ages on their visit to Norwich Castle. They visited the 
dungeons, were part of a trial in the courtroom, spoke to a 
prisoner from the Victorian times and completed some CSI 
activities to work out who was guilty. The children were all 
thoroughly engaged with the activities and they all had a 
great time! 

 
 
 

 
The Year 3 and 4 Christmas Concert was a truly 
magical event. The children filled the whole of 
Chatteris Parish Church with their beautiful singing.  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Mud, glorious mud! Forest Schools is certainly a big hit with 
our Foundation Stage children - just look at those smiles. 

  

http://www.glebelands.cambs.sch.uk/


7 

 

Leverington 
 

KS2 children enjoyed preparing the service for the Christingle, held in St. Leonards Church on 
Wednesday 12th December. They prepared lines, learnt songs and created some meaningful role-
play and art to share with the parents, to support the school in achieving their Artsmark Gold award. 
It felt truly wonderful to sing carols by candlelight. 
 
Years 5 and 6 had the amazing opportunity to watch live opera performances of Carmen and Hansel 
and Gretel at the Royal Opera House in London. In school, our Arts lead Mrs Pooley, had been 
teaching the children a history of both stories in preparation for the visit. This was an incredible 
experience and created memories for the children that will last forever! 
 
On Thursday 13th December, another first for Leverington 
with a whole school trip to the pantomime, watching 
Sleeping Beauty at Kings Lynn Corn Exchange. It was 
an absolute delight to watch the children’s faces as they 
gazed in wonder at the scenery and costumes, sang 
along with the songs, laughed at the sometimes terrible 
jokes and stared with slight confusion at the Dame! All 
staff were incredibly proud of the impeccable behaviour 
of all children. 
 
Our Creative Writing Day this term was based on Roald 
Dahl. Children and staff came to school dressed as their 
favourite Roald Dahl characters and completed exciting 
writing activities based on some of his stories, such as 
writing a prank for the Twits, creating a ‘marvellous 
medicine’ just like George and making tortoises like Esio 
Trot. We chose this theme as we have also been lucky 
enough this term to relocate our library in school as we 
are trying so hard to promote a love of reading in all 
children. A local charity kindly paid for the room to be 
decorated with Roald Dahl ‘graffiti art’ and the children 
are inspired every time they enter the room. All 
fundraising efforts this year are so we can buy some 
new, high-quality texts to fill the library shelves! 
 

 
 

   

http://www.leveringtonprimary.co.uk/
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Murrow 
 
We have had a wonderfully busy term, and the highlight has been the exciting 
topics - Class 2 had a dinosaur lay her egg in their classroom! They have spent the 
term learning and writing about Dinosaurs as well as making nests for her in case 

she comes back to hatch her egg.  Lion 
Learners came in to show us some reptiles – 
we even got to hold them.  Class 3 became 
Pirates, their learning has been around the 
exciting world of these fiendish beings.  Their 
last piece of work was a comprehensive 
Biography of Black 
beard the terrible - 
the facts contained 
within them are 
fearsome.   

 
Linked to their WW2 topic, Class 4’s exciting day at 
Stibbington saw them all being evacuated and billeted out 
to local families - the school room was rather scary especially 
when the bomb alarm sounded and we ended up in the bomb 
shelter.  Class 4 also had the chance to go to Grafham Water 

for a residential.  
The weather was so kind – we were able to use our 
learning powers of resilience, resourcefulness, 
collaboration and reflectiveness for the whole three days. 
 
Children in Key Stage 2 have been preparing for the Lego 
League Competition which will take place in early 
January.   Year 4 and 5 have been taking part in a project 
called Bits and Bytes and their programming skills have 
increased considerably as well as their learning powers. 

 
Links with Thomas Clarkson Academy in Wisbech have strengthened this year and Classes 3 and 4 
have experienced WOW science lessons, both in school and at TCA – we really do appreciate this 
revitalised link.  The children also visited the Tim Peake road show at TCA – another experience to 
value.  Linked to this the team have come up with a way of growing vegetables – fresh vegetables – 
in space, to prevent astronauts getting scurvy and other bone wasting diseases.  
 
Our term started with a fundraiser – The Murrow Doggy Waddle.  We invited our furry friends to 
come and walk three kilometres with us to raise £1000 to go towards our school trips.  That means 
£10 for each child.  The dogs all behaved very well and we were visited by a search and rescue dog 
who did double the number of laps needed.   
 
We have also welcomed our new Zebras into the school.  The 
parents attended a stay and play workshop where they saw “Dough 
Disco” and a numeracy lesson.  The children have been taking part 
in a reading challenge this term and have made such good progress 
with their reading. 
 
Looking ahead, our performance of “The Inn Crowd” is on 18th 
December 2018, we have a special visitor planned for 17th 
December 2018 and Carols round the tree on the last day of term.  

http://www.murrowprimary.co.uk/
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Thomas Eaton  
 
 
At long last Thomas Eaton Primary Academy's new 
library is open for business! The PTFA have worked 
tirelessly over a period of time to raise funds to 
revamp the library and provide new reading 
material which the children are thoroughly enjoying. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The children at Thomas Eaton collaborated to 
produce a WW1 remembrance display. Visitors have been bowled over by the impact of this display 
which is central within the school, and the local history group in Wimblington were astounded by the 
knowledge and understanding shown by the children when they took some of these poppies to 
contribute to the village's display at the Village Hall. 
 

Year 6 enjoyed a wonderful, awe-inspiring visit to 
the Royal Opera House in London to see a 
production of Carmen. The children were amazed 
at the beauty of the Opera House itself and were 
very impressed by the performance. The coach 
driver gave an informative guided tour of London 
and the children saw many of the iconic sights in 
London for the first time which made their visit all 
the more impressive. The children were so grateful 
for this opportunity that they wrote thank you 
letters to the CEO of DLPT and moved her to tears 
with their emotive responses.  

 
 
 
All the classes at Thomas Eaton Primary Academy 
gathered at St Peter's church, Wimblington to 
celebrate Harvest and donate much needed 
produce to the local Foodbank. 
  

http://www.thomaseatonschool.co.uk/website
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Great Staughton 
 
 
 
On Monday 3rd December, along with 
lots of parents, we all went to St 
Andrew’s Church for our Christingle 
Service.  The meaning of the Christingle 
was explained in a very different way 
this year and involved a large orange 
t-shirt worn by two children! This 
represented the orange or world and 
the children held a selection of fruit for 
the fruits of the earth. Christingles were 
lit and held very carefully whilst we 
sang carols. A magical experience. 

 
Mr Finlayson of the Hunts Schools Sports Partnership was 
a very special visitor to our Celebration Assembly. We 
learnt in July that we had been awarded the GOLD 
level School Games Mark Award for 2017-2018. The 
School Games Mark is a government-led awards scheme 
which rewards schools for their commitment to the 
development of sports in school and the community. Our 
wonderful sports crew accepted the award on behalf of 
the school. HUGE thanks to staff, parents and the wider 
community who support us, and of course our amazing 
children, whose enthusiasm for the opportunities 
provided makes it all worthwhile. Well done team Great 
Staughton! 

 
 
Our cook Linda served up the most delicious 
Christmas lunch on Thursday 6th December, the 
children tucked into roast chicken with all the trimmings 
followed by Christmassy biscuits or cake, all served 
by members of staff. The dining hall rang with 
Christmas tunes whilst we all enjoyed the meal.  The 
PTA provided the crackers which helped the meal go 
with a bang! Jumping frogs and moustaches adorned 
faces and jokes were swapped.   

 
 
We have now had Clark in school for a year and what a delight he is! 
However you are feeling when you walk through the door, you cannot 
fail to be cheered up by his wagging tail and wriggly welcome; though 
you must keep a tight hold of your gloves! Clark loves to sleep under the 
desk, or on the chair in the Head’s office, but also enjoys a good stroke 
from anyone who has time to spare and can often be seen chasing a ball 
in the office or tearing up a cardboard box! We have yet to train him to 
pick up the pieces!   
 
Life in school would not be the same without him!  

http://www.greatstaughton.cambs.sch.uk/
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Kimbolton 
 
Our fabulous ‘Sports Crew’ got us off to a flying start 
with their super assembly - encouraging everyone to 
be involved in ‘30:30’ - a new venture, led by Miss 
Bleakley, encouraging pupils to improve their fitness 
by completing 30 min of exercise at school every day 
and 30 min daily at home.   
 
Our Year 1/2 team had a wonderful time at their 
multi-skills festival run by Cricket East. They worked 
really hard to listen to the instructions and developed 
throwing, catching and batting skills. It was great fun! They even got to meet the Cricket East mascot 
called Twinkle!  Congratulations to our team of Year 4 pupils who came in second place at the Sports 
Event held at Winhills Primary Academy on Wednesday 31st November.  They were beaten by just 
0.5! Well done also to Year 3 pupils who came first in their Sports Event on Thursday 1st November.    
Congratulations also to the Years 5 and 6 Tag Rugby team who competed in a tournament at 
Hinchingbrooke School on Wednesday 31st November.  They came sixth out of a field of sixteen 
schools, a great achievement for our very small school. 
 
 
On Saturday 17th November a choir of KPA pupils performed by invitation at the ‘1918 Concert’ in 
the Mandeville Hall.  After their song ‘Daisy, Daisy’ opened the show, the poem ‘In Flanders’ Fields’ 

was read by Molly and Aniyah.  Some current and former KPA pupils 
took part in dances as members of the Linda Allen School of Dance.  It 
was a very memorable and thought-provoking evening.   
 
On Sunday 11th November Tiana accompanied by her parents and 
Miss Bleakley represented KPA at the Kimbolton Remembrance 
Parade by laying the wreath that had been made by Ash Class at the 
invitation of the British Legion.  In the Summer Term each child in that 
class had made a poppy and Jack Cornell, resident artist at the 
Diamond Learning Partnership Trust, judged Tiana’s to be the best.  
Well done, Tiana. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The children in Year 2 and Year 4 went 
down to the flower shop in Kimbolton to 
have a look at some of the memorabilia 
from World War I and II. They were 
particularly interested to see some of the 
uniforms that were worn as well as a gas 
mask. Well done KPA for being so 
respectful when looking at all the 
memorabilia and for asking questions to 
learn more. 

  

http://www.kimboltonprimaryacademy.cambs.sch.uk/
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Middlefield 
 

This term in sport started off with a bang!  Year 5 and 6 
children attended a tag rugby tournament at 
Hinchingbrooke School competing against 15 other schools. 
The competition started with group rounds with Middlefield 
winning their group and gaining a place in the semi-
final.  Following another tense match, the children reached 
the final and ended up winning their final game and 
claiming the trophy for the competition. It was a huge 
achievement and we are all very proud of the children who 
took part.  Later in the month, we also attended a Year 
5/6 football tournament at Crosshall.  This was the first 
outing for many of children on the team, who all 
represented their school brilliantly. Thank you to all the 
children who have represented the school so well this term.  

 
Middlefield Remembers 
 
Our younger children have been observing seasonal change this term, 
discovering and discussing how and why leaves change colour. On finding 
bright red coloured leaves some commented ‘this is as red as the poppy I 
am wearing’ – this then inspired them to make their own Remembrance 
collage.  

 
Throughout the school, the children have created some excellent pieces of 
art, poetry and diary entries in response to their learning about the history 
and impact of World War I. We held a special assembly in which the 

children shared 
their work and some talked about family 
members who have served in the army.  
 
 
Year 5 were lucky enough to have a visit 
from writer and storyteller Roger Hurn last 
month. The children looked at the art of story 
telling and worked on creating their own 
stories, including using the ‘10 word 
challenge’. 
 
 

 
 
 
Our Christmas celebrations have been fabulous, staring with 
wishing the Christmas tree lights on and decorating the tree with 
our homemade decorations. Our three Christmas performances 
(see photos p 4) were thoroughly enjoyed by parents and 
grandparents. The children tucked in to a full Christmas dinner on 
Friday 14th December, followed by a screening of Beauty and the 
Beast organised by our PTA.  
 
 
 

http://www.middlefield.cambs.sch.uk/


13 

 

The Round House 
 

Remembrance Day 
 
The front of the school and the entrance lobby were decorated with an amazing display of Poppies 
made by the children for Remembrance Day.  The children also enjoyed learning lots of facts relating 
to local soldiers who fought in the First World War. 
Years 5 & 6 were lucky enough to be visited by the brilliant David Duker who spoke to the children 
about 'The Battle of Britain', regaling them with stories from different pilots who served during the 
war. He also brought an array of artefacts from the war period for the children to look at and handle. 

                  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
History Off The Page  
 
We started the year with a Tudor Day run by History Off The Page 
for Years 3 & 4, where a specialist teacher brought the Tudors to life. 
During this event, the children dressed up in a mixture of rich and 
poor attire and they looked absolutely brilliant! In the morning, they 
engaged in a variety of different activities, including candle making, 
a medicine workshop, writing using homemade ink and lots more.  After 
lunch, the children learnt a song, dance or play for the feast. Overall, 
it was a day they will remember for a long time.   

                    
Years 1& 2 had a Castle Day where the children all dressed up in 
medieval outfits. They were able to make candles and gargoyles as 
well as interesting smelling 
bags to cure a range of 

ailments.  They finished the day with a feast.  
  

 
 
Outdoor Learning 
 
The end of the first half of the term was celebrated by a Big 
Soup Share where children from both Key Stages came 
together to share soup and stories around the fire circle, which 
was a lovely end to a great half term of outdoor learning.  The 
fire pit has also been used by the children at the woods.  The 
children also made a bird feeder from a pumpkin whilst at 
Forest School this term. 

http://www.roundhouseprimary.co.uk/
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Winhills 

 

Following an inspection visit in October, our latest Ofsted report has recognised that recent 
improvements, our positive learning atmosphere and ‘‘can-do’ ethos’ make Winhills a school ‘where 
pupils and staff thrive in their work’, and has awarded us a ‘good’ score in all areas. We were proud 
that the inspectors noted how pupils ‘behave responsibly’, ‘are curious, enjoy learning, (…) work hard’ 
‘and have fun’. 

It has been a busy term for Sports at Winhills, with teams from Year 5 and 6 participating in Football 
and Tag Rugby tournaments organized by Hunts School Sports Partnership. The staff accompanying 
the children were struck on both occasions by the children’s determination and team spirit. Later in the 
term, the boys’ football team won all their games at the Football Tournament at Crosshall Junior School, 
getting through to the next round. The year 5 and 6 girls’ 
football team are also through to the next round, having 
won their match at Buckden Village School. Year 2 took 
part in a Cricket festival at Hinchingbrooke School where 
they practised skills and completed a number of 
challenges, as well as getting to meet the Cricket East 
mascot! They played very well as a team, finishing in a 

very close 2nd place.  

 

We also hosted DLPT Sports events enabling Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 at 
schools within the Trust to compete against each other in Netball, Football, 
Tag Rugby and Dodgeball. A big thank you to Mr Franco and the PE 
leads from across the Trust for their organization and support in creating 
exciting sporting opportunities for our children. In recognition of this 
commitment to creating competitive sports opportunities, we were 
awarded the Gold Sports Mark award for 2017-2018, which was 
presented to us by Hunts School Sports Partnership in a special assembly 
this term. 

 
 
Throughout the week leading up to Remembrance Sunday, each class 
at Winhills learned about the impact and legacy of the First World 
War on lives in Britain. Inspired by the poppy installation at the Tower 
of London, the school created its own field of poppies. Each child 

made and placed a poppy to 
commemorate and respect the 
fallen.  In a special assembly, the 
whole school laid their class wreaths 
in the hall and stood for a minute's 
silence to honour the sacrifice made 
by others.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

http://www.winhills-cambs.co.uk/
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Wintringham 
 
 
Wintringham Primary has now opened within the grounds of The Round House.  We have two lovely 
classrooms waiting for us to move into, however there have been several issues with connecting the gas 

and electricity so we are yet to be able to use them.  
We hope to move into the new building in the Spring 
term.  The Developers of the Wintringham estate have 
now started work on the site, and we expect our new 
three form entry school building to be available to us 
in September 2020.  Currently we have 10 Reception 
pupils who are learning inside the Round House 
buildings. This year the Wintringham and The Round 
House Reception pupils joined together in putting on 
their production of The Nativity.  The children worked 
really hard learning their songs and their lines and the 
parents were very proud of how brave the children 
were (see photo p 4). 
 

As part of their outdoor learning with Miss Abbott, the children have been onto the field to complete 
a scavenger hunt to find some special items that can be found in the outdoor area. They used binoculars 
to help them to find a variety of things including spider webs and dandelions. For their second session, 
the children received a letter written from Twig the Tree Elf, 
who had managed to get himself lost and had left the 
children clues to follow in order to find him. They were shown 
photos of different areas of the outdoors and then had to 
go to each location to find the next photo. When Twig was 
found, he had left crowns for the children to decorate with 
various leaves.  
 
For their third session, the children took advantage of the 
wind. They were each given a plastic bag to use as a kite, 
they really enjoyed flying their kites and seeing how far 
they would fly. They explored using different speeds, 
different lengths of string and also holding the kite both down low and above their heads.  
 

The children have been enjoying their Indian drumming lessons 
with Mr Suali. They have been exploring different paces and 
rhythms by beating the sticks fast and slow on either side of the 
drum. Mr Suali has also been using an instrument called a 
harmonium to teach the children about pitch, and the children 
have been using their voices to explore notes and how they 
can both ascend and descend the pitch. The children are looking 
forward to trying some Bhangra dancing with Mrs Suali very 

soon.  
 
We were lucky enough to have Isobel, a volunteer from 
Paxton Pits Educational Centre, come into school to talk to 
the children about dormice and where they live, before they 
each painted a clay dormouse decoration. These are now 
being displayed on the Environmental Education Centre Tree 
in The St Neots United Reformed Church. 

 

http://www.wintringhamprimary.co.uk/


 
16 

 

 
 Continuous Professional and Leadership Development 

 School to School Support 

 Initial Teacher Training 
 

We have offered a wide range of training courses this term, which 
are a combination of successful existing but updated courses as 
well as new courses such as ‘Leading a Mentally Healthy School’, 
‘Mastery in the Maths Curriculum’ and ‘New to Subject Leadership’.  
We have also trialled Year 2 and Year 6 Network Meetings 
enabling teachers to meet half termly to share good practice and 
discuss issues pertinent to their year group. During our Subject 
Leader Development day at Wyboston Lakes Training Centre this 
term, Maths and English subject leaders from each school were 
pleased to be given the opportunity to work collaboratively in the 
afternoon sessions. So far, 273 participants have attended our 
courses; evaluations show 100% were either very satisfied or satisfied 
with the training they received, and 100% stated the training would have good or better impact on 
their practice. Thank you to all the course facilitators for your hard work in writing and delivering the 
courses this term. 
 
Testimonials: 
 
‘Lots of information, opportunities to reflect on and discuss practice / next steps’ (SLE Core Training) 
 
‘It made me really think and break down the area I work in and ways I can improve’ (EYFS teaching assistant) 
 
‘A very productive and useful afternoon, really enjoyed the collaboration aspect ’ (English Subject Leader) 
 
‘I instantly feel more confident and have useable resources in/outside’ (Year 1 teacher) 
 
‘Refreshing and new ideas for teaching grammar’  (Year 1 teacher) 

    
  Our Specialist Leaders in Education (SLEs) continue to carry out School to 

School Support work both in our Trust schools and in schools in 
Cambridgeshire and Bedford Borough.  This support is wide ranging and 
includes work with senior and middle leaders and class teachers with the 
purpose of impacting teaching and learning, and helping to drive school 
improvement.  
Our 2018-19 cohort of School Direct trainee teachers have successfully 
completed their first placements and are looking forward to working in a 
contrasting school and Key Stage during the Spring term. The Diamond 
Teaching   School would like to thank all mentors for supporting and 
coaching our trainees   so well.  
Applications for School Direct trainees for the 2019-20 academic year 

are now being accepted, and interviews have started to take place. Thank 
you to the DLPT schools who have hosted candidates and to the senior leaders 

who have been involved in the selection process this term.  
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Very best wishes for a  
Merry Christmas  

and a Happy New Year  
from all at  

The Diamond Learning 
Partnership Trust! 

 
 


